                                   Coppeen Waymarked Walks
In 2004, in tandem with the launch of the website www.coppeenheritage.com, Coppeen Archaeological Historical and Cultural Society (CAHCS) launched ‘Coppeen Waymarked Walks’. Society members, with some guidance from walks expert Sean Cotter, implemented the entire plan.  A map was created with great care to detail.  Based on this map an elaborate colour coded guide to this walks system was created. Four loop walks were structured, each named after a predominant plant to be seen along those routes, namely; Fuchsia, Fern, Heather and Gorse. 
With guidance from County Council plans were made for erecting marker posts to guide walkers along their chosen route. Suitable oak posts were sourced and treated with preservative.  Clear marking symbols were designed; and a local carpenter etched these on the posts.  These etchings were then painted in appropriate colours and were erected.  A large walks map was put in place in the porch of An Caipín bar.  Free pocket map handouts were made available in An Caipín, or could be downloaded from our website.  Potential walkers are invited to take ‘virtual walks’ on the CAHCS website before making the journey to Coppeen.  In order to facilitate this, representative scenes along each route were photographed, and these, along with some textual information, present details on the geographical, historical or archaeological points of interest along the way.  Also available for each walk is information on altitude, gradient and even a current weather forecast.
Walkers are advised to park in the relative safety of Coppeen village, collect their maps if required, enjoy their walk, and perhaps on returning, treat themselves to a beverage of their choice (or sandwich) at An Caipín bar.  Bearing in mind the shoestring budget and limited resources on which the system was created, it has been a great success, and walkers (from near and far) are seen regularly on each route.  
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Fuchsia Walk: 6.6 km (4.1 miles), 100 m climb, 1.5 hours clockwise.
Heather Walk: 9.3 km (5.7 miles), 150 m climb, 2 hours clockwise.
Fern Walk: 8.3 km (5.1 miles), 130 m climb, 2 hours clockwise.

Gorse Walk: 12.4 km (7.75 miles), 150 m climb, 3 hours anti-clockwise.
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